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bout 2 billion people
around the world celebrat-
ed the arrival of the Ye

the Fire Hore in February But
when organizers began planning
Lunar New Year festivites for the
Park Cities community, they never

erscom

expected the cvent to be this big.

The second annual LunarFest
on Feb. 21 attracted about 500
celebrants to the Moody Family
YMCA for a festival that was over-
flowing with mouth

w Year treats, showstopping per-
formances, crafis, and

ing Lunar

games.
The entertainment ended with
& Lion Dance, a traditional Chi-
nese performance featuring over-
sized, furry lions that wi
controlled by two arists who
caused them to jump, dance, and
even chase a toddler o two around

the gymnasium,
But the lions'dramatic perfor
mance was only a small piece of

the Park Cities’fesivities, which

combined dlemenes of the
New Year, Korean Seollal, and
Viemame

in a single, joyful
spring festval

“We're incorporing al he
festivals into one,” said Cristina
Samson,wheco-chared the event
with Angie Novanesengsy. “We
ereated LunacFest to celebrate dif-

ferent cultures and to spread joy

Oganizers started. preparing
for this year's LunarFest immedi-
ately after last year's clebration at
the University Park Public Library,
which Samson said filed to capac

ity less than a week after registra-
tion opencd.

More than 100 volunteers
helped out on the day of the event
in its new, more spacious venue at
the YMCA.

Uyen Pham and other volun

teers shared Vietnamese Lunar
New Year favorites, including egg

rolls, sweet, sticky rice covered

with peanuts and sugar, and tr
ditional Vietnamese Lunar New
Year rice cakes,
with pork belly and mung beans

which are filled

and wrapped in banana leaves.

‘We want our kids to be able to
be proud of their culture and to be
able to share their culture with the

community,” Pham said. “Lunar

s the biggest holi

us the Viemamese people”
Caroline Annette Liu, a sixth

grader at McCulloch Intermediate

Her performance was
followed by a group of tiny Kore
an fan dancers and Nanta Korean

Drummers whose pieces included
a version of *Soda Popy” from the
KPup Demon Hunter
audience gasped with
surprise during Bian Lian, a
face-changing act featuring a

%2

28

med to instant
Iy shife from one brightly-colored
mask to another.

Highland Park High School

freshman Campbell Phan, who
came to the celebration as a vol
unteer, said her favorite activity
was Biu cua ci cop, a Vietnam-

cop

ese game played with animal-sid-
ed dice and a matching, brightly
colored game board. Phar's family
also plays the game of luck at their
Lunar New Year gatherings.
“Ifit’s fun for us, then it’s prob-

ably fn for other people,”she sai.
“We just want to share that as a
community”

he event was cosponsored by
the Moody Family YMCA and
HP CulturcFest, a nonprofi or
ganization that celebrates the rich
traditions and cultures of Park
Cities families. The LunarFest
Committee partnered with the
University Park Public Library and
Highland Park Library to bring
the event to fiuition.

LunarFests many sponsors in
cluded the He Family Foundation,
Xumath.org, award-winning Indo
nesian restaurant Bali Street Café,
and University Pask favorite Chip's.

LOVED LUNARFEST?

Save the datefor LunarFest 2027
onfa 7 at tholoody Famiy

MCA. (Reserve your freeticket
1 This yo rFost filed

bettr. Ifyou ttended L
2026, an the OR code
accsss afeedback form.

The festiv
As it came to a close, volunteers
circulated the QR code for a Lu

“Our foundation s our family,
and we want to extend that to our
bigger family, which is the Park
Cities community,” co-chair §
*It's a celebration of ev
eryone in the community, because

we are one big family



https://issuu.com/flipbook?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=www.peoplenewspapers.com
https://issuu.com/preview?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=www.peoplenewspapers.com

